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Young Sandgate Society 
run by young people 4 young people 

 
Are you aged 9 -13?  Would you like to meet new 

people, make new friends and take part in  
amazing projects and activities?  Join Young  

Sandgate Society! 
 

Monthly meetings at Chichester Memorial Hall, 
Sandgate High Street 6.00pm – 7.30pm – 

October 11th, November 1st, December 6th 2013 
 

Meetings are FREE! 
 

Annual membership - £3.00 
 

To reserve a place please contact Adel Wilson – 
07795 511355 

thewilsonsabout@hotmail.com 
 

mailto:thewilsonsabout@hotmail.com


Welcome 
 
Welcome to the “Together We Are Sandgate” project which  
began in February 2013.  The aim of the project is to bring the 
community closer together and create a place for young people in 
Sandgate and the local area to meet and become involved in local 
events and community projects. 
 
I would like to thank “The Sandgate Society” who helped me form 
a Young Sandgate Society for children aged 9 – 13, Sandgate  
Parish Council for supporting the project, David Cowell for  
promoting it and finally Michael Smith for working with  
me in putting together this magazine. 
 
Please enjoy! 
 
Adel Wilson (Editor) 



New Sandgate Community ProjectNew Sandgate Community Project  

“Together we are Sandgate” 

This is a Think BIG project and is called ‘Together We Are Sandgate’, it is 

sponsored by O2.  The idea of the project is to share people’s skills  

within the community, meet new people, make new friends and hold a 

stall at the Farmers Market at Chichester Hall to promote my project, this 

will be a place where people can also swap unwanted items or give them 

away.  I would also like to raise awareness of Conservation – Marine 

Conservation Society – my adopted beach and beach cleaning.   There 

will also be a new Sandgate Youth Group and a magazine will be  

published for younger people. 

If you would like more information 

and are interested in taking part in 

this fantastic new community  

project, please contact   

 

Adel Wilson    tel. 07795 511355 

thewilsonsabout@hotmail.com   

Think BIG Project 

Sponsored by O2 

Share skills  Community Stall 

Conservation 

Make new friends 

Sandgate Youth Journal Young Sandgate Society 



Sandgate Sea Festival 2013 
 
This year the Sandgate Sea Festival was  
extremely successful with fantastic sunny 
weather all day and hundreds of people there 
to enjoy the variety of stalls.  There was so 
much to do - from having your face painted to 
learning circus skills at the circus workshop on 
the beach.  Children enjoyed the Punch and 
Judy shows which were put on throughout the 
day.  A wide range of food was available – the 
Ghurkha Palace Restaurant held a stall and 
there was even a French stall from Boulogne 
selling barbecued freshly caught fish and  
delicious cheeses platters.  There were  
different bands playing throughout the day and 
Folkestone Academy FM Radio Station  
promoted the event.  The Sandgate Society also 
held an Archive Exhibition at the Old Fire  
Station and sold tea and cake. 
 
Thank you to everyone who took part in  
organising and supporting this year’s Sandgate 
Sea Festival.   



A Sandgate Childhood in the 1940s and 1950s  
 
Jill Partridge was born to Jeannette and Tom Champion at 18 Sandgate High Street 
(The Village green is now to be found in its place) on 2nd December 1945.  Her  
parents met whilst serving in the army in the last war. Her Great Grandparents in 
1875 lived in one of the Coastguard cottages with their 11 children!  Her Great 
Grandfather James was a retired coastguard and a lifeboat man.  
 
Jill remembers her childhood well and some of the familiar shops which were in 
Sandgate when she was a child – she can clearly picture Sillibourne’s a ladies  
Drapery Shop where she was sent to buy her mums nylons – the lady who served 
her was dressed in the height of fashion, Jill was amazed by this and her manicured 
nails and hairstyle.  
 
N.O. Bakers the Builders was known to all as Nobby Baker’s and the Chichester Hall 
was where she sang “Any Umbrellas” up on the stage whilst twirling a black one 
above her.  Jill also enjoyed the local jumble sales where her mum would often help 
out.  
 
Then there was the Bakers – Ludlow’s where you could smell fresh bread and cakes 
and a lady called Valerie served her, Jill recalls that “nothing was too much  
trouble”.  As a child Jill spent a lot of time in the library, even then she was an  
enthusiastic reader.  She enjoyed visiting Miss Browns Toy Shop which was stuffed 
to the rafters with every toy imaginable!  
 
Jill says that there was always something to do in Sandgate and going to the beach 
was one of her favourite activities, she would spend hours with her friends playing 
ships on pieces of castle wall which were laying on the beach.  Rock pooling was 
also a much-loved activity and she would “go rocking at low tides, usually to the 
rocks down in front of the Esplanade and spend hours looking for crabs and  
different sea-weeds”.  Whilst she was still at school, Jill did a paper round for Mr 
Burden at the Top Paper Shop.   
 
However, Jill has not spent all her life in Sandgate.  She married and moved away to 
live in London, Essex and Lincolnshire but her “heart was always in Sandgate”.   
When they moved away, her husband made her a promise that upon retirement 
they would relocate to Sandgate area.  Jill feels very privileged to be a member of 
the Sandgate Society Committee and comments she has finally returned “home”.   

 
Written by Adel Wilson 



A Sandgate Childhood in 2013  

I have lived in many places before – Tenerife, the Western Isles and Scotland but 
nowhere has been quite like Sandgate.  Since I moved to Sandgate last year it has 
become my forever place to live – a family home by the sea made perfect by having 
my Grandma and Aunties living here too.  
 
Sandgate is a wonderful place to live; there are many unique independent shops 
and small cafés.  Walking up the High Street from the direction of Hythe, the village 
is peaceful and the High Street is a muddle of old and new buildings.  The first shop 
you pass is Skylarks, a pop-up shop and a meeting place for “Purl Queens”.  The 
window display catches your eye – jellyfish hang from the ceiling and a vibrant  
bicycle which has been knitted around is mesmerising.   A few doors down is  
another spellbinding shop – The Dressing Up Box, where there are racks and racks 
of fancy dress costumes for all ages and stunning prom dresses for sale and hire.  A 
place where you can find the unique fancy dress costume you are looking for. 
Chichester Hall is busy, with many clubs and classes taking place in the old building, 
this is where the Farmers Market takes place on the first and third Saturday of each 
month.  The smell of bacon coming from the café is mouth-watering and you can 
enjoy looking around the stalls where you can buy delicious home-made food, fresh 
bread, crafts and clothing.  Further down the road is Encore, a ladies fashion  
clothing and accessories shop where you can purchase the latest High Street  
fashions, designer clothing and hats for special occasions and weddings.  Every year 
the shop has a new line of clothing from a European country, this year it is Greece.  
Near the top of the street is the village library, a popular meeting place where the 
staff are always helpful and there is a variety of books to choose from. 
 
Coming back down the High Street towards Hythe the Loaf and Hub sit side by side.  
The Loaf is a cosy little café, a great place to catch up with friends and family whilst 
eating a home-made cake.  You can also access the Hub through the Loaf and  
admire the fantastic range of bicycles – road, mountain and “Quirky Classics”.   
Half way along the High Street sits the Old Fire Station with its bright red door and 
bell tower.  A place to mingle with friends whilst enjoying a coffee on a Saturday 
morning.  On the second floor is an elegant wood panelled reading room available 
for hire.   
 
In the time that I have lived here I have found that the people of Sandgate are very 
kind, helpful and friendly, a perfect place to make lifelong friends, a lovely place to 
live – right by the sea where in the Summer people sunbathe and swim or just sit 
and enjoy the sunshine.                            



Young Sandgate Trail 
 
Start where Sandgate High 
Street ends (Hythe side) and 
where there is a memorial of Sir 
John Moore.  There is a map of 
Sandgate by the sea wall – 
check where you are.  Walk 
down the sea Walk 
(Promenade) 
 
1. On a good day what country 
can you see on your right? 
 
2. As you keep walking you will 
see several of these – they help 
save people in danger. 
 
3. Keep walking straight and you 
will see a toilet block on your 
left.  What can you see flying 
nearby on the right?  
 
4. On the wall of the toilet block 
you will find a map – check 
where you are. 
 
5. Walk a few steps further and 
look left, here you will find a popular pub to do with boats. 
 
6. Keep walking straight.  Who used to live in the green house?  Clue: look 
for a plaque. 
 
7. Keep walking until you come to a car park, take your first left and then 
your first right and walk down Martello terrace.  Look for a building on your 
right where a Royal rested in 1575. 



8. Keep going, then turn left down Lachlan way and on the left hand side 
you will find a large man’s eating place. 
 
9. You are now on the corner of the High Street.  Look over the road – what 
large company is based in the glass and steel building? 
 
10. Cross the road and turn left into the High Street, on your right you will 
find a memorial and another map – check where you are. 
 
11. Carry on down the High Street and on your left is a building which used 
to be connected with fires and where a bell is now guarded. 
 
12. Keep going straight ahead, on your right find a building with a large clock 
on it. 
 
13. Still heading towards Hythe you will find a hair salon connected with the 
40 thieves! 
 
14. Keep walking until you come across a zebra crossing and cross the road, 
keeping the sea on your left, walk past the Coastguard Cottages  
(also on your left). 
 
15. Well done!  Where are you now?   



Sandgate Beach Written by Anthony Neel 

 
In the 1950's and 1960's there used to be an abundance of prawns around the 
reef at Sandgate. They could be caught at low water in the summer months on 
spring tides. All that was needed was an 18 inch wide net on the end of a 5ft pole. 
The prawns hid amongst bunches of seaweed attached to the rocks. The  
technique was to wade through water 2 or 3 feet deep around the rocks and lift 
the net up through the seaweed. In less than an hour it was not uncommon to 
catch 50 or more good sized prawns - plenty for a few sandwiches. On one  
occasion a friend and I took 212 between us (easy to remember as the boiling 
point of water in degrees F). We sold them to the Wellington Hotel for 7 shillings 
and sixpence - a lot of money for an 8 or 9 year old in the late 1950's - my pocket 
money was sixpence a week. 
 
Edible crabs were also plentiful and could be caught at similar times, although the 
tide needed to go out somewhat further, hence only on the lower spring tides. 
The crabs hid in crevices under large rocks, far too big to lift. The method was to 
peer under the rock and prize the crab out by hand, being very careful to keep 
the hand over the crab away from the claws. The larger crabs would easily have 
broken a finger - I was never once bitten. Alternatively, I used to use a stout  
metal rod about 3 feet long with an inch or two of the business end bent at a 
right angle - a piece of the frame of Rosie's Wendy house was perfect! 



Become Involved in The Sandgate Society 

The group was formed in 1962, primarily to save the old Kent Hotel which 
faced demolition.  After extensive campaigning 
the pressures of modern  
development eventually won and the 16th  
century coaching inn was soon no more.   
 
Since, then The Sandgate Society has won many 
conservation battles but is always mindful of  
natural progress.  Sad to say the old Castle also 
faced demolition in 1962, but happily is now a 
well preserved private home.   
Conservation is though, just one part of the Society.  It can also be used for 

research via the extensive archives.  
In addition the social aspect is also  
important with monthly talks at the 
Chichester Hall.  The annual 
calendar includes the ever popular 
Summer Garden Party,  
participation in the Sea Festival and 
cheery good fun at the glorious 
Christmas Meal. 
 
Our historic Headquarters at the 
Old Fire Station (51 High Street) are 
open every Saturday morning from 
10 for coffee and conversation.  
You are most welcome to join us at 
all these events.  Follow the dates 
via our Facebook page – naturally 
called ‘Sandgate Society’ and if you 
have any old photographs and 
memorabilia, please share them on 
Facebook, or perhaps donate a 
copy to the archives.  



The Sandgate Society Summer Garden Party 2013 
 
This year The Sandgate Society held their Summer Garden Party at the Saga 
Pavilion where about one hundred and fifteen guests gathered together to 
enjoy good food, great company and fantastic music played by a jazz band 
and two young harpists. 
 
Earlier on, behind the scenes many people were at work - setting up and  
laying tables, carving meat and preparing food and raffle prizes.   
 

As people started 
arriving the air 
was filled with 
the sound of jazz 
music and  
everyone was 
greeted and  
welcomed by two 
members of 
Young Sandgate 
Society. 
 

 
A wonderful buffet was put on for everyone and there was a fantastic  
selection of meats and salads.  Homemade desserts were enjoyed by all and 
many people came up for second helpings! 
 
At two o’clock Adel and Karina Wilson performed a variety of classical and 
traditional Scottish music on the harp.   
 
Later the raffle was drawn and excited winners collected their prizes.  The 
afternoon came to an end far too quickly and as people started leaving and 
saying their goodbyes and thanks, it was time to clear up.   
 
What a wonderful afternoon – a huge thank you to everyone, from those 
who organised the event to those who cooked the food and helped on the 
day – and of course thank you to everyone who came! 



Landslips and Storms in Sandgate 
 

In 1893 a landslip occurred in Sandgate and two thirds of the village was  
seriously damaged.  This happened on Saturday 4th March at approximately 
7.00pm and the people rushed from their crumbling houses into the streets.  
Thankfully no one was hurt but it was estimated 200 houses were  
uninhabitable and many people were homeless. 
A tidal wave 10 – 12 feet above ordinary sea level swept up the beach of 
Sandgate in January 1894; it was gone in no more than 10 minutes.  It is 
thought that disturbance under the seabed caused this.   
In 1935 a serious gale broke out and Sandgate was flooded.  Many more 
storms have been logged and each was described as “the worst gale”.   



Treat Yourself to: A “My Style Supper” 
The Recipe to a Good Night’s Sleep 

 
1. “Cheesy Tortilla Crisps” 
 
2 packets of Basic Tortilla Crisps 
Jar of Salsa Sauce – Medium   
Grated cheese 
 
In a large oven/microwave dish pour in half of the tortilla crisps, tip half of 
the jar of sauce over the crisps and do the same with the grated cheese.   
Repeat this step again.   
Microwave for 5 minutes or heat in the oven. 
Enjoy! (Best eaten using your fingers!) 
 
2.  “Grandma’s Milky Night Cap” 
 
Cup of milk 
Toffee Sauce (the same as for ice cream) 
 
Heat the milk until hot but not boiling and add some toffee sauce.   
Stir until all the sauce has dissolved.   
 
3. “Time to Relax” 
 
Choose a good book or film and cosy up in bed. 
 
 



Useful Numbers 
    Emergency  
    Gas emergency – 0800 111999 
    Kent County Council – 08458 247247 
    Electricity Power Loss – 0800 7838866 
    Water Leakline – 0800 7311933 
    Police Station – 101 
 
    Hospitals  
    Folkestone – 01303 850202 
 
    Taxis  
    Folkestone Taxis – 01303 252000 

                                                  JJ Taxis – 01303 244442 
Helplines  
Anti-social behaviour reporting – 01303 660747 
Childline – 0800 1111 
 
Sandgate Parish Clerk – 01303 248563 
 



Answers — 1. France 2. Lifebuoys 3. Seaside award 2013 flag 5. The 

Famous Ship Inn 6. H.G. Wells  7. Sandgate Castle – Queen Elizabeth I 

8. Fat Larry’s Diner 9. SAGA 11. Old Fire Station 12. Chichester  

Memorial hall 13. Ali Baba’s 

The Sandgate Society Annual Christmas 

Party is being held on Friday 7th  

December at the Chichester Memorial 

Hall.  Tickets are on sale from the Old 

Fire Station on Saturday Mornings. 


