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Community Spirit T in the Park 
 

Saturday 5th July 
The Bandstand, The Leas,    

Folkestone 
2.00pm – 4.00pm 

 

Live Music 

If you would like to perform at this event 

please contact Karina Wilson 07795 511355   

thewilsonsabout@hotmail.com  

 
 
 
 

Organised by Young Sandgate Society  
A Think Big Project sponsored by O2 

www.communityspiritshepway.wordpress.com 



Welcome 
 
Welcome to the second issue of “Together We Are Sandgate”.   
 
A special thank you to The Sandgate Society, Sandgate Parish   
Council, David Cowell, Community Spirit, Young Sandgate Society, 
Bob Preedy  and Michael Smith who have all been very              
supportive.   
 
I would like to announce that the next issue of Together We Are 
Sandgate will commemorate World War I. 
 
 
Please enjoy! 
 
Adel Wilson (Editor) 



 

Young Sandgate Society 
run by young people 4 young people 

 

Would you like to meet new people, make 
new friends and take part in amazing         

projects and activities?  Join Young Sandgate  
Society! 

 
Monthly meetings at 
The Old Fire Station, 
Sandgate High Street 

6.00pm – 7.30pm 
First Monday of the 

month 
 

Meetings are FREE! 
 
 

To reserve a place please contact                
Adel Wilson 07795 511355 

thewilsonsabout@hotmail.com 

mailto:thewilsonsabout@hotmail.com


Hattie Jacques 
 

Hattie Jacques was born 7 February 1922 in the    

Village of Sandgate, her mother was an amateur 

actress and her father was an RAF Pilot who sadly 

died in an aeroplane crash only 18 months after 

the birth of his daughter.  Hattie had a brother 

Robin Jacques who was an artist and illustrator.  

She attended the Godolphin and Latymer School 

and then worked as a nurse in the Voluntary Aid 

Department.  During the Second World War, Hattie 

worked as a welder in a factory in north London.   

When she was twenty years of age she made her 

theatrical debut at the Players’ Theatre in London 

and became a regular performer with the            

company.  Hattie also became famous on radio,  

television and film- this included Oliver Twist, 

Scrooge and Carry On Cabby.   

Hattie died of a heart attack on 6 October 1980 by 

which time she was only 58 years old. 

 



Sandgate’s Hidden History  
(Abridged) 

 
While researching aspects of the village history for the Society's 50th  
Anniversary Book, I was struck by one particular section that had virtually no 
references to its past. Clearly this stretch of real estate had previously been 
home to wealthy occupants, but any details were sadly elusive. 
 
This intriguing area is the Esplanade – encompassing land to the west of the 
Encombe Estate up to the border with Seabrook. 
 
The earliest houses were built from the 1820s and, being next to the sea, 
would have been prime sites for wealthy families. 
 
The vast majority of the dwellings were to become grand homes for senior 
staff at Shorncliffe Camp. And as the front row filled up, new roads were cut 
up the cliff to provide elevated plots for even more palatial residences.   
Residents along Sandgate Esplanade in 1875 included Lord & Lady Pelham 
(Earl & Countess Chichester), Hon. Lady Bligh, Lord Russell plus four Majors, 
three Colonels, three Captains, a Lieutenant and a retired General.    
 

by Bob Preedy  
 
To read the rest of “Sandgate’s Hidden History” please visit 
www.thesandgatesociety.com  
         
 
 



Reginald Turnill  
Reginald Turnill is quoted as “the astronaut who never made it to the 
moon1” and was the first to report that the Apollo 13 mission was in trouble. 
This is his life put down in words. 
 

Reginald Turnill was born on the 12th of May, 1915, in Dover. His father was 
a coach builder until he died, his mother married a lodger who became an 
income tax inspector. The family moved to London and Reginald went to a 
series of four- guineas-a-term private schools.  When he was 15 he joined 
the Press Association (PA) news association as a telephonist. By 1935 he 
started reporting but he left to get more experience, he wrote articles in the 
Eastbourne Observer, then returned to the PA to cover politics. In 1938 he 
married Margaret Hennings and they had two sons. 
   
At the beginning of the war he became a machine gunner with the            
Middlesex Regiment. By 1945 he was a warrant officer reporting Court     
Martials for the Judge Advocate General’s department in Naples. 
Following this he returned to the PA and established himself as one of the 
top reporters in the agency, he moved to the BBC in 1956 where he became 
an assistant industry correspondent.  After covering Sputnik in 1957 he 
agreed to become the “corporation’s air and space correspondent,” in 1958, 
he had a brief to cover defence as well.  He covered the bomb raiding over 

Vietnam- only to annoy the USA Air Force by 
pointing out their inaccuracy. 
 

In retirement he wrote obituaries in the Daily    
Telegraph and was also the Chairman of The 
Sandgate Society.  His reporting promoted the 
repair of the village clock. Reginald Turnill died 
peacefully on the 12th of February 2013, aged 97 
in the Pilgrims Hospice in Ashford where he had 
been for the last month. 
 

This information was taken from an article by the 
Telegraph.  © Copyright of the Telegraph Media 
Group Limited  
 

1. Mail Online 



The Sandgate Society Archives 
 

At the headquarters of the Sandgate Society which is situated in the 
Old Fire Station in Sandgate High Street we have a wonderful display 
inside on the walls, of a wide variety of subjects, in the main all          
relating to Sandgate and mostly of times past.  We have several   
swinging wall boards showing pictures of Sandgate Castle, buildings of 
interest, and famous former residents to name just a few items.  

Around the walls hang several pub signs from some of the local pubs; 
there are pictures of famous former residents, a wonderful Mac         

cartoon depicting several former 
local residents, a picture of one 
of the original fire engines     
complete with the men who 
manned it, and of a cricket team 
dating back to the early 1900’s.  

We work as a team in the        
archives that is how I like to         
describe our set up, I took over 
from Bobbie Allen a few years 

ago, she already had two very good helpers namely Barbara Baker and 
Frank Pyke who are still an important part of the archive team along 
with Bob Preedy who joined a couple of years ago. 

We have a huge amount of documentation and photographs relating 
to Sandgate in our archive, there are several cabinets full of files which 
we spend a great deal of time on updating and organising their             
contents; we also have a large collection of books which are all                  
catalogued and many leaflets and booklets and many framed pictures 
in our store.  

We do also put on exhibitions and displays both in the Fire Station and 
in the Sandgate Library.  Over the past few years we have put on  



some well received exhibitions including about “Transport in Sandgate 
through the ages,” “Sir John Moore,” “ Martello Towers,” “Fred 
Moore”, the “50th Anniversary of the Sandgate Society,” and our          
exhibition “Sandgate through the Ages” which proved so popular that 
we were asked to repeat it!   

At present the team are busy preparing to put on an exhibition to 
commemorate WW1, 
both in the Fire Station 
and at the library. 

We often get asked to 
do research for people, 
some of whom are            
trying to do family      
history and ask if we 
have anything in the   
archive to help with 
their search, if we are 
unable to help we      
suggest other avenues 
that might help them.   

We work in the Fire    
Station each Tuesday 
morning and there is 
usually one of the team 
about on a Saturday 
morning who will be 
pleased to help you.  

Jill Partridge 

On behalf of the Archive 
Team 

From left to right: Barbara Baker, Bob 
Preedy, Frank Pyke and Jill Partridge  



 
In the early 1900s when the residents of Sandgate wanted to find a way to 
remember the generosity of the late Countess of  Chichester who lived in 
Enbrook in Sandgate they had no hesitation in proposing a community hall 
and the Chichester Memorial Hall was built by public subscription. The Hall 
has performed its function well and continues to do so going from strength 
to strength under the new Board of Trustees. This year should see the    
building being re-roofed and various other works being carried out to ensure 

the people attending functions being 
held at the facility have an enjoyable 
and memorable experience. 
With hire prices from only £35 per    
session one hirer using the Hall for her 
daughter's birthday party was heard to 
comment that it would cost more than 
that to get the jelly out of their lounge 
carpet - a good point well made. 
 

 

Sandgate Farmers' Market  

The Market is now in its fifth year and 

its popularity grows every session. Held 

on the 1st and 3rd Saturdays of the 

month the Market's stall holders have 

become firm favourites and many   

residents build a visit to the event into 

their shopping behaviour. Every  Market also gives a lucky attendee £10s 

worth  of vouchers that can be spent on the stalls in the Market or partici-

pating shops etc. in Sandgate.   Entry is free and if you purchase from any 

stalls you can enter each time to increase your chances of winning. 

If you would like to hire the Hall for an event then do contact David Cowell on 

020 3239 5828 or email at david@davidcowell.net  

The Hall has always been the hub of Sandgate 

Chichester Memorial Hall 

Catherine Jordan's cake stand; a popular stall at the Market 

mailto:david@davidcowell.net


WW1 Poem or Short Story Competition  

Calling all young people aged 7—16 years. 

Young Sandgate Society are hosting a poem or short story 
competition.   

The theme chosen is “Life in World War 1” 

The winner will be announced Autumn 2014 and their entry 
will be published in the Autumn issue of Together We Are 

Sandgate! 

 

This competition has been accredited 
by the Kent Children's University , all 
young people who enter and have a 
passport will receive credits for their 
Learning Hours.   

 

Please email your entries to info@thesandgatesociety.com 
along with your full name, age and your parents contact details.   

Good Luck! 



Coffee Morning at The Old Fire Station 
 

The Old Fire Station in    

Sandgate High Street is 

the headquarters of The      

Sandgate Society  where   

every Saturday morning 

10.00am—12.30pm the 

members meet to have a chat over a tea or coffee.  

This is a       

wonderful     

opportunity to 

make friends 

and read about 

our history 

courtesy of The        

Sandgate                                                             

Society Archive 

Team.   

The Old Fire Station on a Saturday morning. 



Beach Clean 30th March 2014 
 

Volunteers today took part in a 
beach clean along The Esplanade 
in Sandgate from 10.00am -
12.00pm and collected a total of 
12 bags of rubbish which weighed 
70kg.  This event was accredited 
for the Children’s University; 
young people attended the  
clean-up and had their Passports 
stamped for their learning hours.  
Young Sandgate Society and Bob 
Preedy, a member of The  
Sandgate Society Committee also 
attended this community event.   
 



Smores 
What you will need- 
 
Some Large Marshmallows 
Milk Chocolate Digestive Biscuits 
A Tea Light  
A skewer 
Matches 
 
How to make a Smore -  
 
Light the tea light and hold your marshmallow over it on a skewer until it is 
brown on the outside.   
Place the marshmallow between two digestive biscuits with the chocolate 
sides facing in.   
Squash together and enjoy! 
 
Serving suggestion - 
 
Serve with a cup of tea or if you are feeling really naughty make yourself a 
delicious hot chocolate! 
 



Useful Numbers 
Emergency  

Gas emergency – 0800 111999 
Kent County Council – 08458 247247 

Electricity Power Loss – 0800 7838866 
Water Leakline – 0800 7311933 

Police Station – 101 
 

Hospitals  
Folkestone – 01303 850202 

 
Taxis  

Folkestone Taxis – 01303 252000 
JJ Taxis – 01303 244442 

 
Helplines  

Anti-social behaviour reporting – 01303 660747 
Childline – 0800 1111 

 
Sandgate Parish Clerk – 01303 248563 

 



Events Commemorating World War 1 
 

June 2014 – April 2015 

The National Army Museum is coming to Folkestone! 

An exhibition in the Folkestone Town Council Building 

 

July – September 2014 

Step Short are holding an Exhibition in the  

Sassoon Room above Folkestone Library 

Watch a film made by Folkestone Camera Club  

and look at artefacts and photographs from the war 

 

August 4th  

Commemorative March  

Events include the Laying of the Wreaths, a VIP to declare the Arch open, a walk 

down the Road of Remembrance into the Harbour Area and an evening Torch 

Light Procession to the War Memorial.  A flare will go up at 11.00pm when the 

torch lights will go out, this is the time 100 years ago when war was declared. 

 


